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the people in America must necessarily have
their own school-books, and his mind ran
forward even to a belief in a distinct and
separate literature and a considerable dif-
ference in language. Yet at this time I ana
not sure that he appreciated the pregnant
truth, so familiar to us now, of a vital con-
nection between popular education and pop-
ular sovereignty. He began to see it, and
was influenced by it; but his work was
mightier than he then knew, for he had not
been educated in a free republic.

How simple and slight a change in meth-
ods of text-books marks the introduction of
Webster's spelling-book/ from which mill-
ions of Americans have learned to spell the
names on a ballot! Lay Dil worth and a
first Webster side by side : the likeness and
the difference of the two are apparent. It
is clear that Dilworth served as a model,
and that Webster's book started simply as
an improvement upon the English origi-
nal. Even in externals there is a similar-
ity. The early editions of Webster had a
dim, hacked-out engraving on wood of Noah
Webster, Jr., Esq., to correspond with the
scarcely more refined portrait of Tiho. Dil-